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OVERVIEW OF IDEAS TO ENABLE STUDENT VOICE SO THAT THE VOICE OF EVERY
LEARNER IS HEARD AND VALUED, AND INFLUENCES DECISIONS

NOTE: THIS IS NOT AN EXHAUSTIVE LIST. YOU AND YOUR COLLEAGUES MAY HAVE MORE IDEAS.

- Show clear commitment to student voice, as reflected in the
school's ethos and values
- Prioritise trust in pupils, and throughout the community
- Encourage Student Council involvement: holding a class or
tutor group meeting to discuss the agenda of the next school
council meeting can be an effective way of encouraging all
pupils to contribute in a non-threatening environment
- Use Assemblies to provide opportunities to make sure pupils
understand a school’s commitment to knowing what children
want and need
- ‘Suggestion Box’ placed in the entrance hall or in each
classroom, with the contents shared at School Council
meetings
- ‘Family group’ system where the school is divided into
manageable groups which meet each week and discuss a range
of themes and issues, often health and wellbeing-related.
Decisions and comments can then be passed onto the school
council, staff, senior management team or head teacher. 
- Consider how to ensure that all children and young people
are being heard, across each age group. How will you overcome
language barriers? How will you make sure that the younger or
more vulnerable and/or quieter pupils are listened to? 

- Make sure consultation is varied and includes many different
aspects of school life
- Review regularly; something that worked once might not be
working now. For example, involve pupils in reviewing the anti-
bullying policy. Does it work? What needs to change?
- Provide feedback to students, so they know outcomes of their
contributions
- Consider pupil voice as part of the recruitment process, e.g. list
of attributes of new staff and/or student interview panel
- Introduce a culture of peer support e.g. a buddy or mentor
system with relevant training, or peer mediators to help with
playground disputes or disagreements between friends
- Youth Health Champions or Anti-Bullying Ambassadors etc.
- Pupils participate in the curriculum, and what and how they
are taught, and there is authentic involvement in learning 
- Mixed age Circle Groups led by older students
- Student self-evaluation 
- Writing own reports
- Pupil-led Parent Evenings
- Feedback from the whole school community is sought;
feedback influences change 
- Anonymous questionnaires to get feedback


